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made to open the os with a sound, the uterus being steadied
from above and pressed down towards the pelvis. This expe-
dient apparently succeeded, and first the tip, then the whole
of the forefinger, was passed; but it was soon evident that an
entrance had been made, not within the cervix, but behind it
into the peritoneal cavity. In this emergency it was decided
that the safety of the patient would be best consulted by
Caesarean section, and she was carefully moved for this
purpose to the Jessop Hospital (a distance of four miles).
Consent of patient and husband being given, the operation
was commenced. The abdominal and uterine incisions
were made in the usual way. Both child and placenta
were extracted without difficulty; haemorrhage at this
moment was free, but scarcely excessive. The cavity
of the cervix was then opened into the vagina, and
the ovaries excised. Up to this point, Caesarean section
only had been contemplated, but the atony of the uterus was
so marked, and the continuous oozing of blood so great, that
it was thought better to complete by Porro's method. After
securing the remainder of the broad ligament on each side
and ligaturing the cervix, the uterus was cut away obliquely
so as to form a front and back flap, the bottom of the cup-
shaped wound scraped, iodoform freely applied, and the flaps
sewn together. The stump was then drawn into the lower
angle of the wound, and secured by ligatures left for the pur-
pose; these were passed through the parietal peritoneum, but
not through the skin. An additional stitclh between parietal
peritoneum and stump was inserted on each side, and in
closing the abdominal wound the lowest silkworm suture was
also made to take a hold of the peritoneum, closing the
stump. The rest of the abdominal wound was closed as in
ovariotomy. No drainage was used at first, but a gauze
drain was found useful at a later stage. Rigid antiseptic
precautions were observed throughout. For a few hours
after the operation, the condition of the patient was very
critical. She then rallied, and afterwards made an excellent
recovery. The temperature never rose higher than 101.20,
and by the eleventh day it had fallen to normal. Two liga-
tures from the broad ligament (each with a small slough) came
away, one on the twenty-first, the other on the twenty-sixth
day after operation. The thick ligature round the cervix was
not again heard of. The deep sinus at the lower angle of the
wound had comnpletely closed seven weeks after the operation,
and the patient left hospital a fortnight later. There was at
present no sign of hernial protrusion. Mother and child are
quite well. Dr. Keeling briefly discussed the questions of
complete occlusion of thte os externum in labour, the justifia-
bility of the operation which had been undertaken, the re-
spective merits and applicability of Siinger's Cusarean sec-
tion, Porro's operation, and laparo-elytrotomy, and defended
the method of dealing with the stump which had been em-
ployed in the case cited. The PRESIDENT and Mr. PYE-SMITH
made remarks.

NOTTINGHAM MEDICO-CHIR-URGTCAL SOCIETY.-At a meet-
ing on February 17th, Dr. MUTCH, Vice-President, in
the chair, a discussion was opened on the Indications
for and Results of Removal of the Uterine Appendages
by Mr. CHICKEN, who said the conditions under which
this operation might be performed were: (i) When-
,ever such coarse disease exists in ovary or tube as to
destroy entirely their function; (2) when affected with
malignant disease; (3) to induce an artificial menopause in
certain cases; (4) as a means of preventing conception when
the pelvis is contracted; (5) in certain cases of fibroids of
the uterus the operation should not be performed for simple
inflammation of tube or ovary, and he expressed strong dis-
approval of Tait's dictum that both ovaries should be re-
moved when only one was diseased. He thought hernia not
infrequently followed the operation because the abdomen was
opened through the linea alba; he recommended an incision
not median,but through the rectus muscle. Dr. MICHIE advised
the operation for all those cases where tlle tubes contained
pus, as in this event resolution did not take place. Also in
hydrosalpinx and hiematosalpinx or in tubal gestation the
operation should be performed without delay. It might be
done for the arrest of the growth of myoma of the uterus, but
in these cases care must be taken to remove all the ovarian
tissue. He had undertaken this method of treatment for

uterine myomata in about 50 cases, and in all except two had
had a favourable result. For some forms of infantile uterus.
where intense pain had occurred at the menstrual periods Dr.
Michie further drew attention to the frequent presence of the-
alcoholic habit in persons who suffer from uterine disease,.
and thought that this habit was responsible for some of the-
failures which were often attributed to the operation.-Mr.
TRESIDDER thought that when the operation was done for
nervous affections, such as hystero-epilepsy, little good re-
sulted; even for uterine fibroids he thought it was still an
open question what the nature of the result was. He certainly
thought the results generally obtained were not so good as.
those of Dr. Michie, which gave 96 per cent. favourable. He
differed from Dr. Michie that the menopause artificially pro-
duced presented no material distinction from that occurring
physiologically, as he thought the nervous disturbance ir
artificial menopause was much more profound, dread of im-
pending evil being a marked feature. Miss GRAY drew atten-
tion to the fact that the effect of the operation was not imme-
diate either in the production of the menopause, or in its.
curative effect. Dr. BLURTON also emphasised this fact. Dr.
ROTHERA related a case where the beneficial effects of waiting
before resorting early to operation were exemplified, the
fibroid sloughing and being expelled. He further related
two cases where the operation was a failure: in one the-
patient was now bedridden; in the other, performed for
menorrhagia, no benefit followed. He further thought that
the induced menopause differed vastly in its nervous effects
from the physiological. Dr. O'MULLANE and Dr. BOLTON relateW
cases. Dr. MUTCH agreed with Dr. Michie that alcoholism
was responsible for some of the failures of this operation. Mr.
CHICKEN and Dr. MICHIE replied.-Dr. MICHIE showed a Preg-
nant Uterus which he had removed ten days before affected
with myoma ; it had become impacted in the pelvis. The-
patient made a good recovery. The operation was performed
by the abdominal method, and the entire organ was removed..

REVIEWS,
ARISTOTLE ON YOUTH AND OLD AGE, LIFE AND DEATH, ANDI
RESPIRATION. Translated with Introduction and Notes by
W. OGLE, M.A., M.D., F.R.C.P., sometime Fellow of Corpus.
Christi College, Oxford. London: Longmans, Green and Co.
1897. (Roy. 8vo, pp. 142. 78. 6d.)

[FIRST NOTICE.]
THIS book contains in a small compass very much that is of
interest to physiologists and comparative anatomists as well
as to students of Greek literature. Dr. W. OGLE is well known
as a commentator on Aristotle's contributions to natural his-
tory by the admirable translation of the treatise On the Parts;
of Animals, published in 1882, which was accompanied-as
the work before us also is-by a commentary greatly exceed-
ing in value and interest the work itself. The present treatise-
does not afford so wide a field for investigation as the former
did. Though headed "1 On Life and Death," or, more fully,
on " Youth and Old Age, Life and Death, and Respiration,"
it really deals chiefly with the last topic, the others being
passed over in six short chapters, whilst respiration occupies.
twenty, and is the subject of elaborate reasoning and careful
controversy.

Aristotle has always occupied a foremost iplace in the-
history of the human intellect. For ages his writings.
exercised over the members of the mediseval Church an
authority hardly less than that of Holy Writ, and this was
the case even while his text was unintelligible to generations
ignorant of Greek, and his meaning was only known through
Arabic versions -and Latin translations of those versions..
Students of Dante have been opportunely reminded of this
fact in the charming volume lately published by Dr. Moore,
of Oxford,' where he shows how the poet, who most probably
did not know a word of Greek, yet quotes or alludes to.
Aristotle in every part of his works, both in prose and poetry.
Dr. Moore gives more than 300 passages either directly para-
phrased by Dante or unmistakably referred to.
Most of these passages are taken from Aristotle's phil'oso-
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phical works, as must have been the case considering the
nature of Dante's writings, but references to the biological
treatises are not wanting (amongst them at least one from
the present treatise); and Dante, who was no mean pro-
ficient in the natural science of his own day, calls Aristotle
" that glorious philosopher to whom Nature most fully dis-
closed her secrets," says that "he is most worthy of faith
and obedien2e," and " when Aristotle has uttered his divine
sentence, any other man's opinion seems to me unworthy of
notice."2 How far Aristotle deserved this reputation in the
realm of philosophy is not a question for us here. In that of
natural science the gross errors with which his works abound,
and his ignorance of many of the simplest facts in anatomy and
physiology (to say nothing of chemistry, which then had no
existe.ace), have naturally led to the opposite extreme-
namely, to the belief that he had no merit whatever as a
natural historian or biologist. This is as far from the truth
as the exaggerated reverence felt for him in Dante's time.
As a biologist and anatomist Aristotle had that greatest of

all qualifications-a genuine love for his subject. He had
also the most untiring energy, and an intellect unsurpassed
for vigour and acumen amongst all the sons of men. He
lived, it is true, in an age when all the apparatus which our
men of science deem indispensable were unknown-when the
hand was the sole thermometer, the eye the only lens, the
sun the only clock; when men were restrained by religious
scruples from violating the sanctity of a human corpse; two
thousand years before the discovery of the circulation; and
when not only the composition of atmo3pheric air was un-
known, but the very fact that air was a substance at all was
far from universally admitted, as plainly appears from the
care which Lucretius, the interpreter of Epicurus, took to
prove the corporeality of the atmospheiic air. The marvel is
indeed not that Aristotle did not contribute more to the
world's knowledge of the details of the natural sciences, but
that in the state of those sciences in his day he should not
only have had the surpassing merit of laying down the great
principle on which alone their progress is based-namely,
that on every point recourse must be had to actual observa-
tion, not to what is called " a priorireasoning,"-but also that
he should in a lifetime occupied by so many other studies
have done so much to carry out his own precept. " However
unsuccessful," says our author, "he may have been in the
practical application of his method of inquiry, its simple
enunciation was in itself an ample justification for the per-
petual niche allotted to him in the temple of fame. By in-
sisting on the absolute necessity of anatomical observation,
he carried biology at one step from the world of dreams into
the world of realities; he set the science on a substantial
basis, and may indeed be said to have been its founder, for
the vain imaginings of his predecessors can hardly be dignified
with the name of seience " (p. 29).
We are apt to forget how immense was the work of this

mighty investigator. It is no small task even for a great
scholar at the present day to obtain an adequate knowledge
of the remaining works of Aristotle. Yet these are only a
fragment of what he accomplished. Cicero says about
Aristotle [Philosophi] non modo rebus iis quee ab illo dictae et in-
venter sunt allici debuerunt, sed dicendi qucque incredibili quddam
cum copid tum etiam suavitate (l'op. i, -). We are not to sup-
pose that so accomplished a Grecian and so profound a critic
as Cicero would not see that the works of Aristotle
which we now read are as destitute of " suavitas" as they
are of " copia." But Cicero is here speaking obviously
of his philosophical dialogues, which have not come down to
us. Many others also of Aristotle's works have perished,
amongst others, as Dr. Ogle reminds his readers, all his
detailed anatomical descriptions, some of which were possibly
illustrated.
That Aristotle's method was almost purely anatomical (in-

cluding, of course, reasoning based on the structure which
dissection revealed) is too plain to be denied. The want of
instruments of itself forbade anything like accurate experi-
ments. But as a dissector Aristotle seems to have been un-
wearied. His father was a physician, and author of several

works on natural science, so that the taste for such investiga-
tions was probably instilled into him from childhood; and

every page of his writings on natural history testifies to hiis
constant study of the habits of animals, while his acute

understanding easily detected the futility of the notions then

current on physiological subjects.
The present treatise shows how Aristotle applied this

method to elucidate the true essence and uses of respiration.
Dr. Ogle says that of the "paramount necessity of experi-
ment, and the inadequacy of mere observation for the solution

of most problems, Aristotle had no conception " (p. 30). And

he was also hampered by the want of opportunity for inspect-
ingthe human anatomy, though we cannot but believe that.

the ancients were not altogether unacquainted with the dis-

section of the human subject. But it is, of course, true that

Aristotle's conclusions were founded mainly on the anatomy
of the lower animals. And even the work before us, still more

the more elaborate work, On the Parts of Animals, shows how
diligent he was in taking the only way to knowledge that was

freely open to him; for though he might occasionally find

means to experiment on livinganimals (see note I39 to p. 132)
and might sometimes have seen, or even dissected, the

human viscera, such opportunities must have been rare. But

if we compare his views on respiration with those

which he here combats, we shall see how great is his
superiority. He could not, at a time when the com-

plex nature of atmospheric air was unknown, divine,

or even understand, the nature of the respiratory pro-
cess. But he excelled his predecessors, first, in seeing
that it had a final cause in the animal economy, for

most of them merely occupied themselves in speculations on

its mechanism (necessarily futile because resting on no basis

of anatomy), and gave themselves no trouble about the uses

of respiration. "They looked on the process as something
incidentally associated with life, but as in no way essential to,

its maintenance" (p. 23). The only pre-Aristotelian theories

as to the use of respiration which have come down to our

times were (i) that it served to keep the heart in action; (2)

that it supplied the body with vital heat; or (3) that it sup-

plied the fuel for such heat; and (4)-Plato's theory in the

Timeus-that it regulated the action of the heart, and pre-

vented it from stopping under fear or passion. It is said by

Galen that Plato borrowed his physiological ideas from Hippo-

crates, so that this singular theory may be really that of the

"Father of Medicine." As an anatomical reasoner Aristotle

had no difficulty in making short work of these fanciful

notions. He saw plainly enough that animal heat was due to

food, and to some process analogous to combustion which

goes on in the conversion of food into tissue. He saw, also,

that in any fire a too fierce heat consumes the fuel prematurely,

and that in respiration heat is parted with by the body, since

the expired air is hot, while that inspired is cold; and from

these facts he concluded that the function of respiration is to

regulate the heat of the body, and prevent its rising to a

height which would prove fatal; " and as such restriction of

heat is a necessary condition of its maintenance, the ultimate

effect of respiration, in spite of its transient refrigerating in-

fluence, is, to use the words of Galen, as quoted by Haller,
conservatio ca7,oris naturalis per refrtgerium," p. 41. The theory

is, no doubt, most ingenious; it contains an indisputable

element of truth, for the lungs certainly do assist, though to

a minor degree, in regulatina the heat of the body, and in

Dr. Ogle's words, "we shall, I think, find ourselves con-

strained to admit that, in Aristotle's days, no better liypo-

thesis could have been devised to colligate the facts, or sup-

posed facts, then available " (p. 44). We must recollect that

the minute anatomy of the skin was unknown, and the sweat

was believed to be a direct transudation from the blood

through pores too minute to transmit its red particles.

So much forthebookitself. In a futurenoticewe shall deal

with Dr. Ogle's share in it as translator and commentator.

BACTERIOLOGICAL DIAGNOSIS. By ST. GEORGE REID. London:

Bailliore, Tindall, and Cox. 1897. (Demy 8vo, pp. 64.

28. 6d.)
THIS volume consists of a series of fragmentary notes, in the
course of which the student is introduced to a host of

new names and terms. We doubt, however, whether he

2 Moore, op. cit., p. 92.
3 According to ancient accounts even the large number of the works of

Aristotle which are still preserved comprises only the smallest part of the
writings he is said to have composed.-Smith's Dictionary oj Biography.
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could, with the meagre descriptions given in this book, satis-
factorily identify some of the most important and common
microbes, as the proteus vulgaris, the bacillus coli communis,
the typhoid bacillus, the cholera vibrio, the clostridium buty-
ricum, the common anaerobic bacillus butyricus of Botkin,
the bacillus sulcatus of water, the malignant oadema bacillus
of Koch, the influenza bacillus, and the pseudo-influenza
bacillus, the bacillus of swine fever and of fowl cholera; or
differentiate them from allied forms.
With few exceptions, no mention is made of the differential

effects of some of the more important microbes on the animal
body as a diagnostic means. We doubt whether the author
could give any authority for the statement that the bacillus
diphtherie and the bacillus of bubonic plague do not grow
on gelatine at 220 C. Nothing is said of the ana0robic
nature of the bacillus of symptomatic charbon ;the bacillus
or leptothrix epidermidis is stated to be " never united in
pairs or chains," the bacillus or spirillum of Finkler is im-
plied to be obtainable "from the fseces of persons suffer-
ing from cholera nostras," and a number of similar statements
are made which are either partly or wholly inaccurate.

THE OPERATIONS OF SURGERY, INTENDED ESPECIALLY FOR
THE USE OF THOSE RECENTLY APPOINTED ON A HOSPITAL
STAFF, AND FOR THOSE PREPARING FOR THE HIGHER
EXAMINATIONS. By W. H. A. JACOBSON, M.Ch.Oxon.,
F.R.C.S., Assistant-Surgeon to (Guy's Hospital, Surgeon
to the Royal Hospital for Children and Women. Third
Edition. L4ondon: J. and A. Churchill. x897. (Demy 8vo,
PP. 1,352, 398 illustrations. 34S.)

BOTH experienced surgeons and surgical students will heartily
welcome this fresh edition, as they may feel assured that the
author, in its preparation, has by much industry and the
fruits of a wide experience, done his best to maintain the
value of his well-known work. It will be found that Mr.
JACOBSON not resting content with the success that has
attended his first effort to publish a work on operative sur-
gery more comprehensive in scope and more elaborate in
detail than these in use some ten years ago, has undertaken
the great labour of bringing it into line with the rapid
advance of modern surgery. Perusal of the book in its
latest form has led us to question the modest opinion of the
author that much of it will require rewriting. It will, of
course, be necessary to make both omissions and additions,
but the bulk of the work will, we think, long remain an
instructive and authoritative record of practical surgery. The
new edition, though it contains but little more than an addi-
tional ioo pages, is really much fuller than its last predeces-
sor, as a considerable portion of the new matter is given in
small type. The number of illustrations has been increased
from 2.35 in the second edition to 398, and is just double the
number contained in the first edition of i888. Many of the
additional illustrations have been taken from some of the
best German and French treatises on operative surgery.
As an indication that cerebral surgery has made but slight

if any progress in the course of the past ten years, we find
that very little has been added to the chapter on this subject.
That it is fully dealt with, however, is proved by the new
sections on trephining for idiocy and general paralysis, and
for drainage of the lateral ventricles, all of which operations
are regarded with disfavour. Pulmonary surgery must be
regardedbyMr. Jacobson as quite stationary, for his chapter on
the Drainage of Lung Cavities is identical with that in the
previous edition.
The most important and extensive additions made by Mr.

Jacobson to his new edition are to be found in the chapters
on abdominal surgery. That on operations on the intestines
is in itself a valuable addition to the modern literature of this
subject, and is likely to prove to the hospital surgeon a very
serviceable source for reference in the many complex questions
which arise in dealing with injury or disease of some part or
other of the intestinal canals. It begins with a suggestive
discussion of the state at the present day of the question of
operation in cases of acute intestinal obstruction, and after a
much enlarged and improved section on operative interference
in appendicitis, deals with the surgical treatment of perforat-
ing gastric and duodenal ulcers, and also of perforation of

typhoid ulcer. The subject of the union of divided or injured
intestine is also fully considered, and the relative claims of
suturing and of the many devices that have been recently put
forth to aid or replace the more simple measure are discussed
at some length. Mr. Jacobson himself favours simple enter-
orrhaphy, and holds that in the hands of the surgeon who
has taken care to acquire skill by practice the chief objections
to this method will be very greatly reduced.
Those to which we have alluded are but a few of the many

important modifications in this edition, which will tend to
confirm the position already taken by Mr. Jacobson's book as
one of the best and most useful textbooks on practical surgery
in the English language.
AN ADDRESS ON IMMUNITY TO DISEASE. By W. B. RANSOM,
M.A., M.D., M.R.C.P. London: John Bale and Sons.
I897. (Demy 8vo, pp. 36.)

To those of us who are not bacteriologists the constant suc-
cession of new facts and new theories in this branch of
science is bewildering. Yet its interest is so great, and its
bearing on medicine so immediate, that we all wish to
acquaint ourselves with its results, and to understand its
teaching. Dr. RANSOM'S address is a full and clear analysis
of the chief work that has been done; and we can heartily
recommend every one who wishes to have this difficult sub-
ject clearly presented before him to buy it and read it. It
was delivered to the Nottingham Medico-Chirurgical Society,
and is to be understood by ordinary people; and it was
written by Dr. Ransom, which is a guarantee that it is
extremely well done.
He first (pp. 1-14) relates Metchnikofs work on phago-

cytosis and chemiotaxis. Next (pp. 15-17) he gives the
observations and experiments made upon natural or acquired
immunity, and the various methods used for attenuating
virus for the purpose of protective vaccination. Then he
relates the growth of the idea of toxins and antitoxins, of
venene and antivenene (pp. I8-2I). The "humoral " theory
which considers the fluid rather than the cellular elements of
the blood to be the protective part, is then discussed
(pp. 22.24), and is followed by the history of antitoxic
serums and their bearing on the theory of immunity
(pp. 25-34). A brief account is given of their trial in snake
bite, in tetanus, diphtheria, rabies, pneumonia, tuberculosis,
acute septic disease, erysipelas, cholera, and typhoid.

Lastly, the author concludes that neither the old theory of
"exhaustion of the soil," nor that of phagocytosis in its
original form, nor that of the protective action of serum is
complete, but that immunity is due " to a vital reaction of the
cells of the body, and that in each case the injected substance
stimulates to that reaction."

LuNGENTUBERCULOSE UND IHRE BEHANDLUNG SPECIELL IN

HAUS-SANATORIEN. [Lung Tuberculosis and its Special
Treatment in House Sanatoria.] By Dr. S. UNTERBERGER,
Senior Physician of the Military Hospital of Zarskoje-Sselo
(Russia). St. Petersburg: A. Wienecke. 1896. Pp 30.

IN this short monograph Dr. UNTERBERGER puts in concise
form the salient points in the history of tuberculous disease
of the lung which have from time to time led to euch dif-
ferent conclusions as to its nature. The probabilities of its
spread by actual contagion are fully discussed by means of
selected quotations. The part played by the bacillus in the
course of the disease is somewhat minimised by the pro-
minence given to the influence of other micro-organisms.
Very little space is allotted to the subject of treatment, but
that little is important as advocating the establishment in
all public hospitals, whether military or civil, of means for
the application of rational treatment as employed in the
private sanatoria in Germany. An account is given of the
methods adopted by the writer in his own military hospital
at Zarskoje-Sselo, and special stress is laid upon the value of
these methods in rendering young people of both sexes more
-tesistent to the disease. The number of private sanatoria in
Russia would appear to be two only, one at Halila and the
other at Lindheim, although the disease is extremely com-
mon throughout the country. The necessity for such means
of carrying out the rational treatment of consumption is in
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all countries becoming more widely recognised, and it is very
desirable that more numerous sanatoria for consumption-
such as that recently started by Dr. Pott at Bournemouth-
should be established in this country. Dr. Unterberger's
monograph indicates very clearly that even in a military hos-
pital the enforcement of treatment on these lines may be pro-
ductive of the best results.

WATER AND ITS PURIFICATION. By S. RIDEAL, D.Sc.(Lond.).
London: Crosby, Lockwood and Son. I897. (Cr. 8vo, pp.
292, with numerous illustrations and tables.)

THIS book is designed for the use of local authorities, sanitary
officers, and others interested in water supply.
The methods by which pure water may be recognised, the

impurities to which water is liable, the sources from which
water may be obtained, questions of storage and distribution
and of purification and filtration, and the softening of hard
water, form the subject matter of the book. The results of
recent research, in connection with outbreaks of disease which
have been associated with polluted water, and in relation to
the methods which may best be adopted for preventing con-
tamination, and for removing impurities, are referred to, and
the more newly devised methods which have been applied to
the examination of water are discussed. The book is emi-
nently up to date; indeed, the author makes frequent refer-
ence to reports and investigations which have been made or
conducted within the last few years. To some extent it is
true there is left in the mind of the reader an impression
that there is something wanting in the presentation of the
subject as a whole; the foreground is in accurate focus, but
the precision of definition has been obtained at the expense of
more distant features. This result is perhaps unavoidable in
a work of this size, and as an epitome of recent work in con-
nection with the subject the volume will be found particu-
larly useful.

NOTES ON BOOKS.
The Local Government Annual; an Official Directory, I897.

Edited by S. EGECUMBE-ROGERS. (London: The Local
Government Journal Office. Crown 8vo, pp. 308. 28. 6d.)-To
this, the sixth annual iasue, the editor has added a synopsis
of the Acts of Parliament affecting local government passed
during I896, and has introduced an improvement by setting
out in alphabetical order the names of the different rural
district councils: he has, however, diminished the value of
the book to medical men by substituting the name of the
surveyorjfor that of the 'medical officer. Particulars of the
Thames and Lee Conservancies, of county boroughs, and
authorities for special sanitary purposes have been added to
this edition.

Exercises in Practical Physiology. By AUGUSTUS D. WALLER,
M.D., F.R.S. Part I. Elementary Physiological Chemistry.
BY A. D. WALLER, M.D., F.R.S., and W. LEGGE SYMES.
(London: Longmans, Green and Co. 1897. Demy 8vo, pp. 24.
is.)-The teacher of practical physiology will find many use-
ful hints in this little book. It is evidently the outcome of
the teaching carried out at St. Mary's Hospital in the prac-
tical class of physiological chemistry. The matter treated is
purely practical, and, though the descriptions of the experi-
ments are very short, they will be sufficient to remind the'
student who has performed the experiments himself of the
nature and meaning of the various reactions described. Such
brief reminders before an examination are useful.

Bournemouth Illustrated. Ninthi edition. Bournemouth:
W. Mate and Sons. (Imp. 4t0, pp. 98, is.) This book tells
us almost everything about Bournemouth, including some in-
-formation of sanitary interest. It is astonishingly cheap, and
the illustrations, which are really excellent and numerous,
would give anyone who has not had the opportunity of being
there, a fair idea of the aspect of the health resort and its
neighbourhood.

1*

Die Behandlung der Syphilis nach den gegenwiirtig iiblichen
Methoden. [The Treatment of Syphilis according to the
Methods now in Use.] Von Dr. F. GRIMM, in Berlin. (Berlin:
S. Karger. London: Williams and Norgate. i896. Demy
8vo, pp. 112. 28. 6d.).-In this small work, which bears a
commendatory introduction by Professor Lewin, of Berlin,
the author describes the various methods of treating syphilis
now in vogue in civilised countries. He justly remarks that
the literature of the subject during the last ten years has
been chiefly concerned with the method of treatment by
mercury, and with one or other of the various ways of
introducing that drug into the human body; and as most
of the papers are contained in publications not generally
accessible to the medical practitioner, Dr. Grimm has
written the present work for his benefit. Besides giving
a description of the modes of treatment advised by various
prominent European authorities, Dr. Grimm has added
some observations of his own, and he also expresses the
opinion that the subcutaneous injection of corrosive subli-
mate, which was introduced by Professor Lewin, is, on the
whole, the simplest and most efficient way of administering
mercury.

Die Erholungsausdehnunq des Gesichtsfeldes unter Normalen
und pathologischen Bedin.qungen [The Recovery of the Field of
Vision after Fatigue in Normal and Pathological Conditions].
By Dr. H. WILBRAND. (Wiesbaden: J. F. Bergmann. i896.
Demy 8vo, pp. I94. Eight Tables and 2 Figures in the Text.
M. 6.)-Dr. Hermann Wilbrand is well known as the author
of numerous investigations into the condition of the visual
fields. He revels in perimetry, and from the study of scoto-
mata and " restrictions" evolves ingenious speculations as to
the nature of the visual act. The present monograph
deals with the mode of recovery of the nervous energy of the
retina after exposure to stimulation in health, and in such
pathological conditions as neurasthenic asthenopia and
congenital and acquired hemeralopia. The whole argument
is based on a rigid acceptance of Hering's theory of dissimila-
tion and assimilation of the "visual substance," but even
those who are not convinced of the truth of Hering's doctrine
will find interesting matter for study and reflection in the
facts adduced by this industrious investigator.

TRANSACTIONS.
THE3 Reading Pathological Society reached its jubilee in

I891, and in its Transactions (fifty-fourth session, I895-96,
vol. i. Reading: Messrs. Beecroft and Alexander. Demy
8vo, pp. 124) just published, an interesting retrospect of its
work since its foundation on July 13th, 184I, by Dr. Jamieson
B. Hurry, is reprinted. The present volume is the first of
what it may be hoped will prove a regular series of Transac-
tions issued by this energetic Society. Among the papers
contained in the volume may be mentioned one by Mr. Alfred
Ashby on the Relation of the Public Health Service to Pul-
monary Consumption. Mr. J. Hopkins Walters makes some
practical comments on deaths under chloroform; Dr. J. A. P.
Price reports a case of chronic intestinal obstruction, simu-
lating appendicitis, caused by constriction of the small intes-
tine by Meckel's diverticulum in which laparotomy was per-
formed most successfully; and Mr. F. Treves contributes an
interesting review of the surgery of the peritoneum. We may
be permitted to congratulate the Society on so excellent work
as is here shown.

The Transactions of the Medical and Chirurgical Faculty of
the State of Maryland, U.S.A. (Baltimore: The Deutsch
Lithographic and Printing Company. Demy 8vo, pp. 143)
record the work of the Faculty at the sessions held at Balti-
more and elsewhere during I896. The volume is chiefly occu-
pied with the reports of the Treasurer, Secretary, Executive
Oommittee, Librarian, and so forth. The Presidential
address by Dr. Charles G. Hill on the Effect of Thyroid
Feeding on the Insane is a valuable contribution to this
therapeutical question of the day. Dr. Solomon Solis Cohen's
annual address, entitled Some Thoughts Concerning Disease
and Recovery in their Relation to Therapeutics, is also in-
teresting and suggestive.


